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Image of God Identity and Homosexuality: For many homosexual activists the crux of the issue seems to rest 
on whether homosexuality is a choice of lifestyle or an inherent identity coming from a DNA or chemical make-
up. If it is a choice issue, then they would have to come up with excuses to obtain certain rights equal to or more 
than what others receive who do not choose a similar lifestyle. If it is an identity issue then it is something they 
are born with and no one can say they are wrong, sinful or socially unacceptable to society and therefore no one 
can deny them certain rights. Most will say their homosexuality is their identity, not a choice, and they base a 
lot of their argument for legal rights for marriage and whatever on this claim.  
 
According to Scripture, homosexuality is not a God-given identity as being made in his image. It does not 
represent who the triune God is. Though people who live a homosexual lifestyle still retain the image of God as 
individuals—yet marred and scarred by sin—their union with other people of the same gender does not display 
the image of the triune, three-Person God. When God said, ‘let us make man in our image, in our likeness’ he 
was speaking collectively as the Trinity. When he creates them man and woman in his triune image, and then 
joins them together in marriage, they as image-bearers, distinct in gender yet one flesh, now uniquely display an 
aspect of the trinity—that there is one God, yet three Persons, distinct in personhood and role, yet co-equal as 
one (Of course, it does not follow that human marriage should consist of three persons, simply because God did 
not create three separate genders, only two). Heterosexual image-bearers, by way of monogamous marriage, can 
now be a display of who God is as a triune supernatural being in a way that they could not as individual image-
bearers. Therefore, heterosexual marriage is a unique display of the Trinity, because it unites two very distinct 
persons of different gender together as one flesh, or one ‘person’ as it were.  
 
The essence of the Trinity is unity in diversity, not unity in same. Homosexuality at its core is unity in same. 
This is not what was intended from the beginning, neither is it a display of the trinity in marriage as the Creator 
intended it. Heterosexuality, then, is the precise and necessary identity created and given by God to his image-
bearers in order for them to best display who He is. Anything that detracts from heterosexuality is a reversal and 
rebellion from God’s perfect plan. Singleness or celibacy is not against God’s plan, nor is it an inherent identity, 
because it is merely a choice of lifestyle and in some sense a ‘gift’ from God as taught by Jesus and Paul. Even 
with singleness, heterosexuality is still the core identity behind the singlehood lifestyle, because the single 
person could decide to pursue a romantic marriage relationship. So when I talk about homosexuality, I view it 
as a sinful choice of lifestyle just like I would view promiscuous heterosexuality and prostitution (it does not 
display the faithful covenant-keeping God) or pornography (it does not show respect and honor for one’s body 
as an image-bearer, nor for other image-bearers); and there are of course a host of other sins involved in 
heterosexual sin.  
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Side-note: Heterosexuality and intercourse practiced outside of marriage, while still remaining heterosexual, is 
still a reversal and rebellion from God’s intended order, because it does not display the covenant-keeping God. 
It enters into temporal, cheap and dishonoring sexual relationships with multiple partners. There is nothing 
covenantal or a sense of commitment about those relationships, especially because they are not bound by vows 
and promises between a man and woman spoken before God and witnesses. Heterosexual partners who live and 
sleep together, while on the outside may appear to be a covenantal arrangement, yet at their essence they are 
also sinful and not covenantal. No vows have been given before God and witnesses, and the particular living 
arrangement was made at little to no cost to the partners. According to Scripture and the gospel, all covenants 
between people and with God come at a cost (see Exodus and Deuteronomy). Covenants between people cost 
both individuals something. Covenants between God and people, indeed the chief and greatest covenant, came 
with great cost which only God alone can pay—the death of his Son. Therefore, live-in partners, while enjoying 
the intimate ‘fruit’ of a covenant are actually very cheap and a denial of covenant, because they have not paid 
anything for this ‘covenant’. (this is partly why the typical live-in boyfriend drags his feet when his girlfriend 
asks for a ring, because then it will cost him something—money and commitment—and he’s already enjoying 
the ‘consummation’ at little or no cost to himself; and of course why the live-in girlfriend herself wants the ring, 
because then she will know he’s committed, in some sense.) Therefore, with regard to sexuality, the only way to 
truly express and display the triune covenant God and the gospel is through heterosexual monogamous 
marriage. 
 
Jesus and homosexuals: Jesus will both save and judge homosexuals. Jesus first came to seek and save the 
lost, including those who live homosexual lifestyles. The Father did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
it, but to save it, first and foremost. At the cross, we see Jesus dying for homosexual people. He who had no sin 
whatsoever, became our sin on the cross, so that we might become the righteousness of God. Jesus took on 
homosexual sin and his body was ravished by the wrath of God for it. Jesus loves homosexuals enough to live 
the perfect life for them, die for them and resurrect for them. Jesus will also come back again one day and judge 
homosexuals for their sin. His first mission was to save them; his second, to judge them. All people who live a 
homosexual lifestyle (and of course all heterosexual people) will receive condemnation if they do not repent and 
believe the gospel when the Lord Jesus returns. 
 
Loving homosexuals with the gospel: With the above theology in mind, we should love homosexuals with 
kindness, grace, compassion and gentleness, remembering that we too were shown the same from Jesus, though 
we deserved nothing from him. We should not look down on them as if our heterosexual righteousness is 
greater or better than theirs. Only Christ’s perfect righteousness on our behalf, not any of our righteousness, will 
save us. We should pray for their conversion and repentance from homosexuality, and we should ask God for 
opportunities to talk about the gospel of God’s free grace given to us, yet at great cost to himself in his Son. We 
should humbly confess that, because of our sin, we are no better off than homosexuals, and yet boldly boast in 
Christ’s righteousness, death and resurrection that saves us, out of no heterosexual righteousness or whatever 
work of our own, but only because of his great love and mercy. When it comes to talking with homosexuals 
about their sin, if they do not come to realize they are sinning, we should disagree with tears, yet still love them 
well. 
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